
August 23, 2019 

Re – SS-TUP-2019.5 

To the Salt Spring Island Local Trustees: 

In 2004, as one of the two Salt Spring Island Local Trustees, I was aware that the CRD Building Inspection 
offices in the CIBC building, and the Islands Trust office in Grace Point Square were both coming up for 
lease renewal. 

I suggested it may be worthwhile to see if (a) taxpayer dollars could be saved by finding a leased space 
that could house both government agencies, and (b) whether by combining land use planning and 
building inspection under one roof, there could be a greater efficiency achieved. 

Trust Staff did some searching around and identified the BC Hydro office building as a possibility. Both 
myself and Trustee Lineger agreed this would be great to save money and achieve greater coordination 
between CRD and Islands Trust. 

Plans were developed and initial agreements between Islands Trust and CRD were made. 

So far, so good. 

But then, at the 2004 Islands Trust Council meeting in Victoria, the Chief Financial Officer, Doug Levell, 
announced to Trust Council that it had been determined there wasn’t quite enough space for both 
agencies in the 2500 sf office space, so Islands Trust was going to be renting the entire space. In 
addition, and partially as a result, the CFO announced to Trust Council staff needed another $50,000 for 
the new office upgrades.  

My jaw literally dropped open at the news. Now, instead of saving money on lease space, it was being 
proposed we were to spend more, and, pay the full share of another $50,000. 

I rose to the Chair in protest…I pointed out this was the first I had heard of the change in plans, and that 
the reason the large office space was suggested in the first place was that there was enough space for 
the two entities. In other words, it was a significantly larger space than the Trust required. 

Someone made the motion to accept Staff’s recommendation, so, in protest, I got up and walked out of 
the meeting refusing to participate in the vote on the matter. Frankly I was pissed off at the decision and 
having been blindsided by Staff. 

In September 2016, the Staff Report on the renewal of the existing TUP stated,  

 

 



 

So, here we are, 3 years later, and, did Islands Trust Administrative Services Division (ITASD) ever 
prepare and submit a rezoning application? 

No they didn’t. 

Which begs the question – Why not? 

Well, the answer is clear – BC Hydro, their landlord, did not want to apply for a rezoning.  

Staff in 2016 said they were going to assess the viability of rezoning the property. 

The latest Staff Report makes no mention of having assessed the viability. In fact, the 2019 Report 
states: 

 

So, it’s rather obvious Staff in the past 15 years haven’t even taken the time to assess the viability of 
rezoning. How is that possible? 

In fact, the 2016 Staff Report warned that if “rezoning is not pursued or is unsuccessful, Islands Trust will 
require a new TUP application. 

At this point I’m going to say, “What? A 4th, new TUP?” 

I know of no other circumstance where a property owner, having told the LTC they would be applying 
for a rezoning, after already having had 3 TUP’s, comes back to the LTC yet another three years later and 
says, “Well, we never did what we said we were going to do, so we need another TUP” would be met 
with anything other than a “Too bad, so sad, you had three years and chose not to, so, “no” you can’t 
have a 4th TUP. Application denied.”  

Mr. Chair, this cannot continue ad infinitum. The time has come for the LTC to do the right thing, and 
refuse ITASD’s request for a new TUP. Like any other entity that has an interest in land, such as in this 
case, a lease, they must comply with the bylaws and intent of the bylaws. 

The Staff Report states, “The longstanding office use by Islands Trust of the BC Hydro building under a 
temporary use permit is a departure from the intent of TUP’s….For the past two years, Islands Trust 
staff have sought BC Hydro support for rezoning and were denied. However, in authorizing the 
application for the current TUP proposal, the landowner has indicated a change of opinion and is willing 
to authorize a rezoning application.” 



This brings us to the question – If that is true, then why is the LTC not entertaining a rezoning application  
instead of a TUP application at this time? There is no need for another TUP. Once a rezoning application 
is in process, bylaw enforcement will not proceed with any action against the ITASD, until such time as 
the rezoning application is heard and decided upon one way or the other. 

Staff at this point state they evidently don’t even know whether “Such a rezoning…is supported by OCP 
policies,” since evidently an analysis of OCP policies, after 15 years, has never been done. 

The Staff Report states, “Staff intend to explore this opportunity to rezone.”  

There is no need to “explore” anymore. Staff has said BC Hydro has changed its mind, so, let’s see a 
rezoning application. 

Underlying all of this is the need for other property owners on Salt Spring to know that our Trustees, the 
people we elected to represent our best interests, are doing so fairly and evenly and not giving special 
favour or dispensation to ANY other property owner, including BC Hydro or, ironically the Islands Trust.  

15 years has been more than enough time to explore, assess, analyze, consider, and apply for rezoning. 

With that, I would ask the LTC to refuse the issuance of the TUP, and put ITASD and BC Hydro on notice 
that it expects to see a rezoning application made forthwith. 

That should bring this whole issue to a final conclusion, rather than ITASD coming back to the table in 
2022 and asking for a renewal using the 2016 Staff Report as a template. 

Thank you for your attention to this. 

Best regards, 

Eric Booth 

ericbooth@shaw.ca 

 


